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WHAT ARE THE NEW PROMOTIONAL STANDARDS FOR BOSTON’S STUDENTS? 


To be promoted, a student must have final passing grades in major subjects. The final grade is 
figured by: 

1. counting the four marking period grades as 4/5 of the final grade 

2. counting the end of the year Curriculum Test grade as 1/5 of the final grade. 


A student's attendance counts, too; the policy states that a student who is absent more than seven 
days (15%) in a 45-day marking period will be failed for that marking period. 


Beginning in 1985-86, students in grades 5, 8 and 12 must also score above a minimum standard 
on the Degrees of Reading Power-{DRP) Test to be promoted. 


ARE THESE STANDARDS USED FOR ALL STUDENTS? 


Yes, though some special education students may be exempted from the testing standard. 


_ Q@. HOW MANY STUDENTS ARE NOT PROMOTED? 


= 


In June, 1984, 7,061 of Boston's students were not recommended for promotion; this June, the first 
year the new standards were used, the number was 7,272 students or about 13% of BPS students. 
Those students were: 


2,977 female (41%) 54% black For comparison, the 48% black 

4,295 male (59%) 24% white BPS population in 27% white 

7,272 total 18% Hispanic June, 1985, was: 17% Hispanic 

4% Asian 8% Asian 

In some grades, many failed: In others, few failed: 
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NOTE: In grades K2, 5 and 12—the grades when a child leaves a school—few students are held 
a back. 


Q. HOW DID BPS STUDENTS DO ON EACH STANDARD? 
A 


Curriculum Test results have not yet been compiled for the whole system, nor has data on how 
many students failed because of poor attendance. Attendance, however, rose this year: from 82.5% 
to 84.8% in high schools, from 79.4% to 87.9% in middle schools, and from 89.4% to 92% in 
elementary schools. 


The DRP. a diagnostic test, measures the degree of difficulty of material a student can read with 
. good understanding. Though the DRP will not be used for promotion until this school year—and 
79 then only for grades 5, 8 and 12—last year's results show that 1,056 students scored below the 

f standard: 


204 in grade 5, 9% of those tested; 328 in grade 8 (12%); 524 in grade 12 (26%). 
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WHAT REMEDIATION PROGRAMS DOES BOSTON OFFER FOR ITS STUDENTS? 


When the promotional policy was announced, the BPS promised additional remediation programs 
and extra resources for students who failed. A Targeted Reading Program in grades 6 and 7 does 
guarantee that each student who is two or more years behind in reading a reading class size of no 
more than fifteen students; there are, however, no other new citywide remediation programs. Some 
schools began their own programs last year, but they. vary considerably. Summer school remains 
available only for middle and high school students, and they can only take one course. 


HOW DO BPS STUDENTS DO ON ACHIEVEMENT TESTS? 


The Metropolitan Achievement Tests (MAT) in reading and math compare a student's achievement 
to other students across the country. For example, a Boston first grade student who scored in the 
52nd percentile did better than 52% of the first grade students nationwide. NOTE: This is not one 
of the standards for promotion, but is included as an indication of BPS students’ progress. 


MAT scores have been rising for several years, and, on the whole, BPS students do well, scoring 
above the national median of 50 in reading in seven of eleven grades and in math in nine of 
eleven grades. When the scores are analyzed more closely, however, problems become more 
obvious: 


e The highest scores—both overall and by race—were in the first grade; after that scores were 
consistently lower. The only exception was the math scores for Asian students which were at the 
80th percentile in grade 1 and at the 82nd in grade 12. 


e The median percentiles for black and Hispanic students decline after grade 2, and dont go 
above the national norm of 50 again. 


Reading below the 30th percentile means that a high school student can not read a high school 
textbook with understanding. Of BPS high school students tested, 35% scored below the 30th 
percentile; more specifically, 19% of white students tested scored below the 30th percentile, 41% 
of Asian students, 43% of black students, and 47% of Hispanic students. 


About 67% of BPS students were tested in May, 1985; most bilingual and special education 
students were not tested. The chart below shows the BPS median scores; half the students scored 
above that percentile, half below. The national median is always 50. 


Grade: 1 2 3 4 ©) 6 7 8 2 10 11 
Reading 68 60 a2 50 52 50 48 54 48 46 40 
Math 70 68 68 66 70 62 56 58 50 44 46 


Broken down by race, the May, 1985 median scores in reading were: 


Grade: 1 2 3 4 5 6 é 8 9 Ota 1 
Black 64 56 48 46 .50 46 44 46 42 40 30 
White TT 70 64 66 64 62 66 74 70 66 66 
Hispanic 60 54 42 40 44. 40 40 44 42 34 28 
Asian 76 70 56 58 52 62 56 60 54 42 36 


HOW DO BPS STUDENTS DO ON THE COLLEGE BOARDS? 


In 1983-84, 1,562 students took the SATs. The minimum score one can get is 200, the maximum, 
800. The average verbal score for BPS students was 357, up 7 points from 1982-83; the average 
math score was 411, up 9 points. 
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